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Since the new committee was formed following the 2019 AGM, club activities have continued at the 

new venues (for the BBC) of Naturaliste Recreation Centre (NRC) and Busselton Tennis Club (BTC).  

Members have reacted very favourably to the NRC venue despite some issues with air-conditioning 

(uneven distribution) and the comfort of the folding chairs. The latter issue is a matter the 

committee will consider ways & means to rectify. As far as the air-con problem is concerned I will be 

advising members that if they are concerned by cool spots around the room, they should bring 

suitable clothing with them. 

During school vacation periods a children’s program is conducted at the NRC which results in 

restricted access for BBC members to the kitchen and toilet facilities.  Although not ideal, we have 

managed to get through this period without too much inconvenience and proven that it will not 

seriously impact our activities during future vacation periods. 

There have been some issues with the BTC as a venue (no air-conditioning, conflicting events, 

inadequate storage, general lack of organisation) and in due course the Committee will address 

whether or not an alternative venue should be considered.  In the meantime, we will continue to use 

the BTC and I do expect that given time, some of the issues will be resolved satisfactorily. 

Due to the National Senior Tennis Championships being held at the BTC early in January two 

Wednesday sessions were conducted at the NRC – these being in addition to the usual Monday 

sessions at the NRC.  Despite the concerns of some, these were well attended although a few 

Busselton regulars did not attend.  Whether this was because of the venue or due to other reasons is 

unknown.  I did receive a couple of suggestions that NRC should be used for all sessions but that is 

probably a step too far for some members. Additionally, the NRC is unavailable on Wednesdays 

during the first school term (at least) due to earlier bookings. 

The 2020 Club Handbook & Calendar of Events has been printed and distribution is continuing. My 

thanks in particular to Genevieve and Glenda for their work preparing the little red book.  Due to the 

difficulty in securing a non-playing Director, the committee made a decision to delete general club 

session red point events from this year’s program and this is reflected in the calendar of events.  

A major ongoing issue for the BBC (and for all bridge clubs in Australia apparently) is that of training 

& recruitment of new members. It seems that this is a matter the committee will be continually 

addressing and reviewing and hopefully, developing & implementing effective strategies that will see 

the BBC continue to prosper. 

Finally, I want to express my sincere thanks & relief that Genevieve, Tony, Rufus, Glenda & Jenny 

agreed to stay with the committee and that Bernadette has come on board. Since taking over from 

Barry, I realise just how much you all do and how important it is to maintain knowledge & continuity 

within the committee. I know we’re not running BHP here but I think we do provide a worthwhile 

community service and it’s something that we should aspire to do well. 

Alf Valentine 

President  

Busselton Bridge Club         28 Jan 2020 


